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So for as possible a complete narrative has served as a basis for
each type. It might also haturally be conceivable to work out a
classification of separate episodes and motifs, yet this would have
necessitated such a cutting into pieces of all complete folk tales
that scholar would be able to make a much more limited use of the

classification.®
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A type is a traditional tale that has on independent existence. It
may be told as a complete narrative and does not depend for its
meaning on any other tale, but the fact that it may appear alone

attests its independence.”
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A motif is the smallest element in a tale having a power to persist
in tradition. In order to have this power it must have some thing

Unusual and striking about it.”
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The supporters of structural analysis in linguistics and anthropol-
ogy are often accused of formalism. The accusers forget that struc-
turalism exists as an independent doctrine which, inded, owes a
great deal to formalism but differs from formalism in the attitude it
has adopted toward the concrete. Contrary to formalism, structur-
alism refuses to set the concrete against the abstract and to ascribe
greater significance to latter. Form is defined by opposition to
content, an entity in its own right, but structure has no distinct
content, it is content itself and the logical organization in which it

is arrested is conceived as property of the real.**
LR
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The discussion of veselovs Kij's ideas is particularly intcrcsting.
Veselovs Kij’s split up themes into motifs, so that in his system,
the theme adds o:ily a unifying, creative dimension, it stands over
motifs, which are treated as further irreducible elements.*’
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The myth will be treated as an orchestra store would be if it were
ilihear series; our task is to re-

unvisttingly considered as a un ,
establish the correct arrangement. Say, for instance, we were con-

fronted with a sequence of the type : 1,2,4,7,8,2,3,4,6,8, 1,

4,5,7,8,1,2,5,7, 3,4 5,6, 8....., the assignmient being to put all
the 1's together, all the 2's the 3's etc; the result is a chart.*®
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2 The different attituds towards past and future in American
worldview are in turn part of a larger, more comprehensive para-
digm. It one were to delineate a portion of this worldview paradigm.
One might wall include the following associated dichetomiess :

Past — Future

Before — After

Backward — Forward

Behind — Ahead |

Biginning — End

Old — New
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